
2 Thessalonians 1.12  
NAB

 “that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, in accord with the grace of our God 

and Lord Jesus Christ.” 
NET

 “that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and 

the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

Raymond Brown: 

“There are two possible interpretations of the Greek genitives: (a) “the grace of our God-and-Lord Jesus 

Christ”; (b) “the grace of our God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

The first interpretation, which gives Jesus the title “God,” is favored by the absence in the Greek of an 

article before “Lord,” creating the impression that the two genitives are bound together and governed by 

the one article that precedes “God.”  Yet, the exact three-word Greek combination for “God and Lord” is 

not found elsewhere in the Bible in reference to one person; and perhaps “Lord Jesus Christ” was so 

common a phrase that it would automatically be thought of as a separate entity and could be used 

without the article.  The second interpretation is favored by the fact that pronominal “of us” (= “our”) 

separates the two titles; but, as we shall see below in discussing 2 Pet. 1.1; this is not a decisive argument.  

The most impressive argument for the second interpretation is that “our God” occurs four times in 1 and 

2 Thessalonians as a title for God the Father.  By analogy in the passage at hand, then, “our God” should 

be distinguished from “(the) Lord Jesus Christ,” as most commentators acknowledge.  Thus this text 

cannot be offered as an example of the use of the title “God” for Jesus.”
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 Ibid., p. 180. 


